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From the Ministry Resident

Christus Mansionem Benedicat

Dear Friends:

ltds interesting
Epiphany letter to you as | currently
find myself in the midst of Advent.
And as Advent has become the secular
worl dés Chri st mas
find myself in the midst of so much
stress: the shopping, the shipping, the
decorating, the planning, the parties,
and the neverending commitments.
As you read this, though, we are now
in the midst of Christmastide and we
are coming into Epiphanytide, a time
of year when the days are short, the

just stand still.  And in the midst of
this standstill, we mark and celebrate,
with Epiphanytide and Candlemas, the
light of Christ which has come into
t his

THE REVOD

D W \wdatheé? bldakl Hnd th® WofdSseew€ tb € 8, Origen of Alexandria commented

that Scripture mentions only sinners
as celebrating their birthdays. He

named the account in Genesis 40:20
22 of Pharaoh, who then had his chief

JEFF

dark worl d, t toaker Ihanged,t andh thén acoaumt dn i n
the darknesso whi c hMak 6:2-27daHerdod) whe thendhadd
not comprehend. John the Baptist beheaded. He then

This is an essential time in the pointed to the saints as typicallygurs-

liturgical year when we reflect on  /ngthe day of their birth, namely Jere-
Christds human or i gmiahsn Jarensah g0:1415 and Job in 6 s
when we remember his coming into Job 3:116.
the world, and this is something with So we have to be mindful as to
which we must be careful. Little chil- wh a't it is that weor
dren often refer to Christmas as baby t hese hol i days. Cl e
Jesusod6 birthday, anjdast d birthdaolikethatvaf g dumant i s

this, but it is really much more than
this, and we should perhaps remem-
ber that in Scripture (as in real life),
birthday celebrations come with no
small amount of baggage. In the year
245, while writing about Leviticus 12:1

being, even that
like the old pagan observances of their
godsdé birthdays,
we are recognizing and celebrating is
this: the creator of the universe saw fit
to take human form and come into the
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THE EPISTLE created world as one of us in order

. thatHe t save us.
Rector The Revdd Fr. Ri clhar \qu veu

Co-Editors Katherine Britton, Cathy Downes Perhaps this is why Epiphany is
so important for us to observe. Unlike

Christmas, in which we have the birth
of the Christ child, Epiphany has to do
wi t h C hmanifestatrs in the

THE PARISH world. The name Epjphany derives
from the Koine Greek word

Rector The Revdd . Ri c|h akpdphwaaia, which means
Ministry Resident The Revdd Fr. Jef|f MHoani festation, 6 or
ance. o0 Thus, in Epi

Assisting Priests The Revdod Frs. Toln yogdizhg cefebratifydafddworshiping
McQuin, J. Peter Pham the manifestation of God in Christ

Director of Music Robert McCormick |trk:to nour; WO:S' thYet tlhf):etilsnmc:;e tor
Assistant Director of Music/ John Bradford Bohl € hame & e. C_e e' aton. ”ou
Parish Administrator own Western Christianity, a tradition-
Address 2430 K Street Northwest al view of the Epiphany has grown

Washington, D.C. 20031797 specifically out of the story of the visit

Phone 202.337.2020 of the Magi, who were visitors from
Fax 202.337.7418 the East, and thus were not part of the

Email office@stpaulkst.com Jewish people unto whom Christ was

born. The tradition is that, because
He was made known through a star to

THE VESTRY these foreign visitors, that this visit of
the Magi represents

Senior Warden Laurel Malson (2018) tion in Christ to the Gentile world,
Junior Warden Remington Gregg (2016) and as we are Gentiles, this event has
Secretary Jack Raffetto thus come to represent His manifesta-
Treasurer Katherine Britton (2016) tion to you and me.
Members Susan Granum (2016)

Christos mani festa

Allen Payne (2016) among us is the theme behind the

Roy Byrd (2017)

Steven Chlapecka (2017) readings for this season. Over the

Todd Hanson (2017) coming weeks, we will of course begin

Edward Loucks (2017) Epi phany with Matthe

Chris Mixter (2018) the visit of the Magi, and on Candle-

Jeanne Smith (2018) mas we wi || rememb

Scott Spaulding (2018) presentation in the temple with Sime-
onos decl aration, i F
mi ne have seen thy s

wi || al so hear of Je
River Jordan, of the Spirit of God de-
scending upon Him Iike a dove and

Johnos mony,1

TheEpiste i s a monthly publication of Stf.
your articles, photos, and suggestions. Email epatleeditor@gmail.com . é:)pl?lt dESBe%de’ ﬁpoH J%ghs S|m\{v

Our deadline is the firstof eachmonth ( f or t he next monjt h Igrgl "‘ée‘fﬂd@% in gawad‘]eségﬁ Vi"”l cl
accepted for the Epistle are subject to editorial revision. Please submit your co temperform his first miracle, and in the
in Microsoft Word format. E 2016 Sf{ . Syageque ef hip hjometawn he will st r
speak publically for the first time, de-
claring Himself to be the manifesta-
VISIT US ON THE WEB AT HTTP://WWW.STPAULSKST.COM tion of God among His people_ The
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season will culminate in Transfigura-

tion Sunday, when Jesus reveals Him-
self to be nothing less than the Divine,
appearing to Peter, John and James in
sparkling robes of light.

Thereds a reasor
tation of God throughout the Epipha-
ny season is associated with the themg
of light. ltds top
people who sat in the darkness of this
broken, sinriddled world, who could
not in any way hope to save ourselve$
from the clutches of sin and death,
have been sent Jesus the Light of the
World, who is the manifestation of
God among us. His light will shine in
this darkness, shine from the cross on
Calvary, shine from the depths of the
tomb. And by this light, the coffin is
now no longer an exitless box for us,
for we have become the children of
God. That s what
and every Epiphanytide. This is what
we are remembering t he Ar e a
the season, 0 as |
gious billboards as | go through my
Advent of shopping and stress.

And so, dear reader, now as we
approach Epiphany, | encourage us to
remember the manifestation of God
in the traditions of the old church. Be
with us on Epiphany for Mass, take
home the blessed chalk and mark
your door s, iC+ M+
tials for Caspar, Melchior, and Baltha-
zar, the traditional names for the Ma-
gi, but letters which also mean,
Christus mansionem benedicatii Ma Y
Chri st bl ess this
food and beverage with rich spices,
representing the spices presented by
the Magi to the King of Kings, and
remember that the darkness of winter
does not last foreve¥ that those who
sat in darkness have seen a great light

May the | ight of f{
of the World, o b
bless you all.

-Fr. Jeff

Serving with the Altar Guild

Amanda and Stephen Hungerford

more about amdhet haditt
why the manifes- with respect to the
: e i cred Vessels of the
The current member
e, wthR opedheay mspent
hour s patiently i nst
di fferent responsi bi
wor ked around our ti
new paffaenbsgh their
and teachings, wedve
ate and enjoy the ho
erence while conduct
while assisting the
of St. Paulbés in the
i nto each and every
Paul 6s.
] We v e truly enj oy
thII§now al | of t he mem|
: guild and feel I i ke
b 0 N Anfarfdd and Stephen Hungerford the St. Paulés famil
j—e—e—p—s—ee+rg—orr——=t | | -
When we joined St. PaL\I()s\we \were
l ooking for an opportunity to become
active me mber s of t he pari sh fami -
| yThe altar guild seemed I|ike the per -
fect opportunity for the two of us to
spend ti me together, whi | e | earning

St. Puul’s Altar Guild ﬂ'ajcr

ﬂlnyhty God, grant us Thy grace
that we nuytvudl Iw!y chlngs
with reverence and perform our

dutics witk faithfulness & devotion;

that this, our sacrifice of service,

may be acceptable unto Thee,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Advent in Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Robert Eikel

Advent is a special time in the
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, just
as it is in the "big church." The cate-
chists show the children Old Testa-
ment prophecies, sacred geography,
and the infancy narratives of Jesus.

The children prepared the atrium
for Advent with a special procession.
They carried the cross, Bible, prayer
cards, and candles while we sang
"Christ our Light,” then spread a new
blue cloth on the prayer table to
mark the new season. They also added
to the prayer table an Advent wreath
and small wooden figure of a prophet,
who the children learn has a special
job: to listen to God and to tell the peo-
ple what he hears.

EachSunday, we lit the candles of
the Advent wreath and read the four
Advent prophecies: "The people that
walked in darkness have seen a great
light" (Isaiah 9:1); "The young woman
is with child and shall bear a son and
shall name him Emmanu-
el" (Isaiah7:14); "You, O Bethlehem,
who are one of the little clans of Ju-
dah, from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel" (Micah
5:2); and "For a child has been born

for us, a son given to us, authority sits
upon his shoulders, and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting  Father, Prince  of
Peace" (Isaiah 9:6).

The children also learned the ge-
ography of the Land of Israel in prepa-
ration for the infancy narratives of
Jesus. The catechesis emphasizes that
Jesus lived and died in a real, concrete
place on the earth, and the children
can work with a small globe and a
raised topographic map of Israel to
learn about the cities of Nazareth,
Bethlehem, and Jerusalem and the
surrounding regions of Judea, Samar-
ia, and Galilee.

In Advent, the catechists present-
ed the Gospels of the Annunciation
and Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth.
The children can work with small
wooden figures representing Mary,
Gabriel, and Elizabeth while the cate-
chist reads from the Gospel. (In
Christmastide and Epiphanytide the
catechists present the Adoration of the
Shepherds, Presentation in the
Temple, and Adoration of the Magi in
a similar way).

St. Paul's K. Street is privileged to
be able to offer this thorough, and
thoroughly catholic, catechesis to its
youngest parishioners. The catechists
welcome all adults of the parish to
observe, work, and learn in the CGS
atrium. Please contact

Robert Eikel (eikel@reikel.org),

Allison Winter

(allisonannewinter@gmail.conj,

or Preston Winter

(preston.winter@gmail.com)
to learn more.
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A Reading from the Book of Nonsense

Shaun Amos and Hardy Johnson

Hardy Johnson

Upon how the thuribles were made
clean.

CHAPTER 12

1 In the fifth month of first year of
Richard the Priest, servants of the
temple came together to consider the
beautiful things of the sacristy, wheth-

between the two western rivers. There
shall they be cleansed from their abus-
es, and made spotless before the
Lord. o

7 Then went they back to their hill
city in the west, they and the thuribles
with them that were to be cleansed.

8 Their journey completed, the west-
erner who was serving in the sacristy
first took a potsherd and scraped the
residue from the inside, lest by cleans-
ing the outside only, the thuribles be
nothing but whitewashed sepulchers
full of dead mends

9 Then said he fALo!
cleaner in great buckets. What doth
hinder the thuribles to be baptized?

10 And, donning great yellow gaunt-
lets, he took the thuribles down into
the carburetor cleaner, and baptized
them from sundown until sunrise.

11 The next morning, he arose, and
having given thanks, he again donned
the yellow gauntlets and brought the

thuribles out of the depths and held

them aloft.

ew of the

12 , They glittered like th
er or not they were be i n e Lor
. morning. 11. The oth&r western wisea-
service. : o
cre said, ADo not

2 And upon seeing the censers there-
of, they rent their garments in twain,
put ashes upon their heads, and with
one accord raised their lament:

3 AfWoe i s wus! For
clean thuribles, and we now dwell in a
parish of unclean thuribles!

4 Both brass and silver are sore sul-
lied, their portals occluded, and thus
will our ceremonial become as filthy
rags before the

5 Now there were worshipping among
them at that time wiseacres from the
west, one of whom said:

6 AGive unto me
that | might take them to the hilkcity

yet, for they have not yet ascended to
be washed with soap and water, and
we donot need you

gency room with aci

13V 80 h@ WalhedMfef with Soap!dhd
rinsed them with the pure waters of
the west, and then took wool of finest
steel to remove any other blemish.

14 Then kneeling down, he spat on
the ground and made a mud of each

Al b8 bt 'sver Polish, and with a

chamois buffed the
a high lustre so that they shone as the
western sun.

t het5sulThiedndxturli dd &@&s

ers went east to the temple, they and

© Janet Wamsley 2013

%Bda-Pilfrs

the thuribles that had been made
clean in the waters of baptism.

16 The priests and servants of the
temple were amazed and veiled their
faces at the bright light that shone
from them.

17 Great clouds of choichoking

$Boke once again rose from the

bright cleansed thuribles.

hed Xnd Bnane People®Well, s

them anyway), rejoiced greatly at the

temple being once again filled with
efleqt di fie HOPE -

Hjersé?f. Uerd 8ndeth the lesson.

Lorddés thuribles to

Day, the western-

JANUARY 2016| 5



oConsi

der

t he | 1|

| es of t

Lloyd Alexander Lewis, Jr.
Honorary Assistant Priest

| have spent most of my vocation
as a priest and teacher exegeting the
Bi bl e. This 1little
gospel (it used to be invariably the
Thanksgiving Day gospel) stands as a
reminder that God is the great provid-
er, giving in creation gifts and gran-
deur beyond our comprehension.
Jesus draws our eyes to the natural
beauty of the fields and reminds his
disciples that God has given in the
flowers, at no cost to them, beauty
exceeding that of the grandeur of King
Solomon.

Scientifically | have always had a
fascination with flowers. But the place
of flowers as a source of beauty and
their use in Christian iconography has
always intrigued me. When | began

my time as a seminarian assistant at
St Paul 6s, Fat her
Rector, told me that, given the talents
and resources present here, | could
learn how to do most anything having

bers of the guild who were patient

h

dhd kird anr pitlsng uptwhezenl lett h e

off. | usually assist another member
of the guild as my retirement has me
dealing with an unpredictable sched-

to gojwéhcaechurghi simpiy y agkiagw 6 @e. But now | can sit and learn from

the appropriate person. That was how
| met Mrs. Dorothy Eagles, who then
was a member of
Guild. One Saturday | came to the
Sacristy and asked her about how one
arranges flowers. | think that she was
surprised having a man and a semi-
narian make such a request, but true
to what | had been told, she stopped,
took the time, and demonstrated to me
the rudiments.

When | retired from teaching 43
years later, | decided to pick up my
inquiry by becoming a member of the
Flower Guild. There was a warm wel-
come awaiting me from other mem-

the talented members of the Guild

about color, shape, and above all con-
t h eeptpwdeniitsconies to Fcteatimgean

arrangement for the church when it
gathers for worship. It has motivated
me to do one short course on arrang-
ing at a community college and has
been the impetus for me to sign up
for the cathedral
ing in the winter. All of this recent
experience has opened another door
to my understanding how the beauty
of flowers can enhance our worship
in the beauty of holiness.

LW W

hmnsley 2014

Members of the Altar Guild at work

A/ o g
VW amsleye
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Chri st mas
Homeless Neighbo
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B a gammisgion

Megan Sokolowski

other travel size toiletries including
toothpaste, lotion, shampoo and as-
sorted goodies. The hospitality crew
donated their time to help make quick
work of the task at hand with good
cheer and comradery.

Speci al t hanks
choir who volunteered their time and
creativity to decorate the bags and
give them a festive look. Robert
McCormick has not only talented
singers in his midst but artists as
well!

On Saturday, December 2sev-
er al volunteers ga
to help fill the Christmas Gift Bags for
Grate Patrol. Thanks to the generous
contributions of the parishioners of

St . Paul 6s as wel |

¢
o

'{'O\O\O \a\d.

\l\d

Village we were able to fill 180 gift
bags that Grate Patrol will hand out
during the Christmas season. Each
bag contained a new pair of socks, a
hat, hand warmers, toothbrush, and

Thanks to all who gave compas-
sionately to those less fortunate, your
donations will give comfort to those
who need it most.

St
On &
Mission |
Reminders /

"
—

t

o t

he childrenos

Jan 0310

St. Paul's hosts the Georgetown
Ministry Center Winter Shelter

Your help is needed for all these
events.

yﬁléﬂ LYy Y2N] @
112Nl eXDYIFRINGY2WNE F

HELP
_WANTED

ACCEPTING ALL APPLICATIONS

DONATIONS
NEEDED

Cuts in the federal food stamp
program make food pantries all the
more essential. Our food drive for
the Foggy Bottom Food Pantry
continues. Cans of fruit, vegetables
or other nonperishable items can be
placed in the basket near the
baptismal font.
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Advent Nine Lessons and Carols Serwce n
Lo, He Comes
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http:/Mmwwi/episcopachurch.org/library/video/advent-lessons-carols-2015

JANUARY 2016| 9




ThankYou from

Fr. Dominique Peridans

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
my friends at St.

Allow me to express my heartfelt
gratitude for your kindness to me
during the 15 months | was blessed to
journey with you and to minister in
your midst. You patiently (!) provided
me with rich soil in which to grow,

" giving me opportunities to express my
priestly ministry in new ways, and, in
this, you prepared me for this new,
rather unexpected, blessed calling to
Church of the Ascension and Saint
Agnes. | knowd and, dare | say, even
feeld your prayerful support. Also,
many of you contributed to a purse,
bestowed upon departure, to express

gratitude. It is | who cannot thank
Pyowendugh,

| look forward to our paths cross-
ing in the future, in hopefully differ-
ent and uplifting ways. | look forward
to a renewed relationship between our]
two parishes, whose spiritual life ex-
presses a deep kinship. My ministry
at Ascension and Saint Agnes hasg
begun well (I think!). The parish is
comprised of faithful disciples who
love the Lord and His Church, and |
am privileged to be serving with
them.

Yours most gratefully in Christ,

Fr. Dominique

| U W

Rect or 0sn Jaouary 2016

January 24, 2016
ontroduci
i Fr. Tony Lewis

Lukeds Go

ng

Loveos
Response:
Reawakening
to Gratitude

Design by Maddy Murnick

Though the final results are still
not yet in as of this writing, a few
trends are very cl
ues to benefit from the ongoing faith-
fulness and generosity of its people,
both parishioners of longstanding
and the wonderful newcomers who
are joining us on the Way. Many who
are in a position to increase their an-
nual giving are doing that, and some
who are experiencing challenges are
doing their very best to show their
love for this parish and its mission
and ministry. We should all be grate-
ful for each other

Let there be no mistake, though:
the vestry may yet have some difficult
decisions to make, and we will need
every single parishioner to participate
in our tangible expression of gratitude
for all that we are and all that we hope
to be. Giving is transformational; dare
to be transformed!

Going online is still the easiest
way to pledge. Please either use the
special button on the parish website
(www.stpaulskst.com) or bring your
completed pledge invitation to Sunday
Mass or Evensong and Benediction
and place it in the offering plate.

;pelé\ \ \

S
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