Revelation 20
Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit
and a great chain. He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and
bound him for a thousand years, and threw him into the pit, and locked and sealed it over him, so
that he would deceive the nations no more, until the thousand years were ended. After that he
must be let out for a little while.
Then I saw thrones, and those seated on them were given authority to judge. I also saw the souls
of those who had been beheaded for their testimony to Jesus and for the word of God. They had
not worshipped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their
hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. (The rest of the dead did
not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. Blessed and
holy are those who share in the first resurrection. Over these the second death has no power, but
they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years.
Chapter XX, The City of God
But while the devil is bound, the saints reign with Christ during the same thousand years,
understood in the same way, that is, of the time of His first coming. For, leaving out of account
that kingdom concerning which He shall say in the end, Come, you blessed of my Father,
take possession of the kingdom prepared for you, the Church could not now be called
His kingdom or the kingdom of heaven unless His saints were even now reigning with Him,
though in another and far different way; for to His saints He says, Lo, I am with you always, even
to the end of the world. Certainly it is in this present time that the scribe well instructed in
the kingdom of God, and of whom we have already spoken, brings forth from his treasure things
new and old. And from the Church those reapers shall gather out the tares which He suffered to
grow with the wheat till the harvest, as He explains in the words The harvest is the end of the
world; and the reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares are gathered together and burned
with fire, so shall it be in the end of the world. The Son of man shall send His angels, and they
shall gather out of His kingdom all offenses.
Ekkehard of Aurach: On the Opening of the First Crusade (1101)
After Urban had aroused the spirits of all by the promise of forgiveness to those who undertook
the expedition with single-hearted devotion, toward one hundred thousand men were appointed
to the immediate service of God from Aquitaine and Normandy, England, Scotland, Ireland,
Brittany, Galicia, Gascony, France, Flanders, Lorraine, and from other Christian peoples, whose
names I no longer retain. It was truly an army of "crusaders," for they bore the sign of the cross
on their garments as a reminder that they should mortify the flesh, and in the hope that they
would in this way triumph over the enemies of the cross of Christ, as it had once come to pass in
the case of the great Constantine. Thus, through the marvelous and unexampled working of
divine dispensation, all these members of Christ, so different in speech, origin, and nationality,
were suddenly brought together as one body through their love of Christ…
Moreover, the signs in the sun and the wonders which appealed, both in the air and on the earth,
aroused many who had previously been indifferent. It seems to us useful to interweave an

account of a few of these signs, although it would carry us too far to enumerate them all. For
example we beheld a comet on the 7th of October to the south, its brilliancy slanting down
seemed like a sword...A few years ago a priest of honorable reputation, by the name of Suigger,
about the ninth hour of the day beheld two knights, who met one another in the air and fought
long, until one, who carried a great cross with which he struck the other, finally overcame his
enemy....Some were watching horses in the fields reported that they had seen the image of a city
in the air and had observed various how troops from different directions, both on horseback and
on foot, were hastening thither.
Many, moreover, displayed, either on their clothing, or upon their forehead, or elsewhere on their
body, the sign of the cross, which had been divinely imprinted, and they believed themselves on
this account to have been destined to the service of God. Others likewise were induced, through
some sudden change of spirit or some nocturnal vision, to sell all their property and possessions
and to sew the sign of mortification on their mantles. Among all these people who pressed into
the churches in incredible numbers, swords were distributed with the priestly benediction,
according to new usage, along with the pilgrim's staff and wallet.
I may also report that at this time a woman after two years gestation finally gave birth to a boy
who was able to talk, and that a child with a double set of limbs, another with two heads, and
some lambs with two heads were also born; and that colts came into the world with great teeth,
which we ordinarily call horses' teeth and which nature only grants to three-year old horses.
Raymond of Aguilers (1099)
“Our pilgrims entered the city, pursuing and killing Saracens up to the Temple of Solomon. They
gathered there and fought our men…And what happened there? If I tell you the truth, it will be
beyond belief. Let it suffice to say that in the temle and around the portico of Solomon they were
riding in blood to their knees, and up to the reins of the horses.”
[Cf. Rev. 14:20 “And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the
wine press, as high as a horse’s bridle, for a distance of about 200 miles.”]
Joachim of Fiore: Liber de Concordia
When the general tribulation has been completed and the wheat diligently separated from all of
the chaff, a new leader will rise up from Babylon, namely a universal pontiff of the new
Jerusalem, that is of holy Mother Church; of whom the Apocalypse says that “I have seen an
angel ascending…” He will rise up not by a physical journey or by moving from one place to
another but because he will receive complete freedom in order to renew the Christian religion
and to preach the word of God.

